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Working women seeking a place to live
are being met with leases filled with
rules more befitting students. PAGE A4
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Obstacles to Renting in India
Your favorite dessert may be powered
by instant pudding mix. Above, Bundt
cake at Claud in Manhattan. PAGE D1
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A Not-So-Secret Ingredient
No American-born Black athletes
played in last year’s World Series, but
Major League Baseball is trying to
increase its diversity. PAGE B7
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Reviving a Baseball Dream

Long assailed for being strong, cheap
and irresponsibly marketed, the beer is
being given new attention. PAGE D6

Upgrading Malt Liquor
Documents provide new details about
leaders’ concerns before the collapse of
the cryptocurrency exchange. PAGE B1
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Red Flags at FTX

An aide working for Herschel Walker’s
campaign accused a Trump adviser of
touching him without consent. PAGE A14

Lawsuit Claims Groping

Solomon Peña, who lost a bid to become
a G.O.P. lawmaker in New Mexico, is
accused of arranging shooting attacks
on the homes of Democrats. PAGE A16
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Politician Charged in Attacks

Thomas L. Friedman PAGE A19
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Paintings from before 1850, once a
bedrock of the market, now make up a
tiny portion of auction sales. Instead,
buyers want works by living artists
with a big online presence. PAGE C2

Old Masters Losing Steam

After attending the trial of a woman
who had killed her infant daughter in
France, the documentarian Alice Diop
realized that only a work of fiction could
do justice to the tragedy. PAGE C1
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The Origin of ‘Saint Omer’

threatened to roil the earth once
again. They found themselves
fleeing under evacuation orders,
with the trauma of the past on
their heels.

When they were allowed to re-
turn the next day, it was with relief
that no funerals needed to be
planned.

Montecito can feel like a secret
to those who discover it. Tucked
into a steep slope, it offers grand
views of sherbet-colored sunsets
and a glittering sea. The serenity
of the foothills provides refuge to a

MONTECITO, Calif. — Roads
flooded, trees toppled, creeks
raged and residents braced for the
deadly catastrophe they knew
could come.

It was Jan. 9, five years to the
day after a torrent of mud, giant
boulders and debris had crashed
into Montecito, their coastal town
near Santa Barbara, Calif. Back
then, hundreds of homes were
damaged or destroyed, and cars
were crumpled like paper.
Twenty-three people died.

This time, instead of attending a
memorial on the anniversary, res-
idents faced cascading rain that

A Town With Famous Residents, 
Great Views and Fatal Mudslides

By JILL COWAN and CORINA KNOLL
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LONDON — When Lord Elgin,
a British aristocrat, sailed home
from Greece in the early 1800s, he
also shipped to England some of
the greatest treasures of antiqui-
ty: a collection that included stat-
ues of Greek gods and carved
frieze panels depicting battling
centaurs that once decorated the
Parthenon in Athens.

Torn in some cases from the
temple walls, ostensibly with the
permission of the Ottomans who
then ruled Greece, the so-called
Elgin Marbles were later sold to
the British government and be-
came some of the most storied ar-
tifacts in the collection of the
British Museum.

But they also became, almost
from the very day they were re-
moved, the subject of perhaps the
world’s most notorious cultural
dispute.

Since the days of Lord Byron,
the romantic poet who was an
early critic of their removal, the
fate of the marbles has been bit-
terly contested. The British say
the marbles were legally acquired
and are best shown alongside
other artifacts in a universal mu-
seum, while the Greeks view them
as looted treasures that are a foun-
dation of their national heritage.

The debate has only deepened

in recent years as the actions of
old empires have come under new
scrutiny, and restitution battles
have come to challenge the foun-
dations of Western museums. The
pressure to return the marbles
has grown as museums have giv-
en back high-profile items includ-
ing Benin Bronzes, Italian antiqui-

ties and other fragments from the
Parthenon that were relinquished
just last month by the Vatican.

Now there are hopeful signals
that perhaps a resolution between
the British Museum and Greece
could be in sight as officials on
both sides have acknowledged
that secret talks have taken place.

But even as those disclosures
have flowered into optimism that
real progress will soon be made,
both sides have made it clear that
no deal is yet imminent.

Indeed, they remain far apart
on some key questions.

The talks have been ongoing in 

Fate of Parthenon Marbles Rests in Secret Talks, Centuries Later
By ALEX MARSHALL

The Parthenon Marbles, long the subject of a cultural dispute, at the British Museum in London.
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With days to go before the
United States bumps up against a
technical limit on how much debt
it can issue, Wall Street analysts
and political prognosticators are
warning that a perennial source of
partisan brinkmanship could fi-
nally tip into outright catastrophe
in 2023.

Big investors and bank econo-
mists are using financial models
to predict when the United States,
which borrows money to pay its
existing bills, will run out of cash.
They are assessing what it could
mean if the government is unable
to pay some of its bondholders and
the country defaults on its debt.
And they are gaming out how to
minimize risks and make the most
of any opportunities to profit that
might be hiding in the chaos.

The need to start planning for a
potential debt limit breach be-
came more urgent last week,
when Treasury Secretary Janet L.
Yellen told Congress that the

United States would hit its bor-
rowing cap on Thursday. At that
point, Treasury will begin using
“extraordinary measures” to try
to stay under the cap for as long as
possible — but those options could
be exhausted as soon as June.

Congress places a limit on the
amount of debt the country can is-
sue, with a simple majority in the
House and Senate required to lift
it. That cap, currently $31.4 tril-
lion, needs to be adjusted to allow
the United States to borrow to pay
for obligations it has already com-
mitted to, such as funding for so-
cial safety net programs, interest
on the national debt and salaries
for troops.

Wrangling over lifting the bor-
rowing cap has become a fixture,
and this year is shaping up to be
particularly complicated. Repub-
licans hold the House by a slim 

WALL ST. BRACES
AS DEFAULT RISK

HANGS OVER U.S.

IN HANDS OF CONGRESS

With Rescue by Treasury
Uncertain, Plan Is to

Minimize Fallout

By JEANNA SMIALEK
and JOE RENNISON
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Janet L. Yellen said that the
Treasury had limited options.
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HONG KONG — The world’s
most populous country has
reached a pivotal moment: Chi-
na’s population has begun to
shrink, after a steady, yearslong
decline in its birthrate that ex-
perts say is irreversible.

The government said on Tues-
day that 9.56 million people were
born in China last year, while 10.41
million people died. It was the first
time deaths had outnumbered
births in China since the Great
Leap Forward, Mao Zedong’s
failed economic experiment that
led to widespread famine and
death in the 1960s.

Chinese officials have tried for
years to slow down the arrival of
this moment, loosening a one-
child policy and offering incen-
tives to encourage families to
have children. None of those poli-
cies worked. Now, facing a popula-
tion decline, coupled with a long-
running rise in life expectancy, the
country is being thrust into a dem-
ographic crisis that will have con-
sequences not just for China and
its economy but for the world.

Indeed, data released on Tues-
day showed that the Chinese
economy last year had one of its
worst performances since 1976,
the year Mao died.

Over the last four decades,
China emerged as an economic
powerhouse and the world’s fac-
tory floor. The country’s evolution
from widespread poverty to the
world’s second-largest economy
led to an increase in life ex-
pectancy that contributed to the
current population decline —
more people were living longer
while fewer babies were being
born.

That trend has hastened an-
other worrying event: the day
when China will not have enough
people of working age to fuel its
growth.

“In the long run, we are going to
see a China the world has never
seen,” said Wang Feng, a profes-
sor of sociology at the University
of California at Irvine who special-
izes in China’s demographics. “It
will no longer be the young, vi-
brant, growing population. We
will start to appreciate China, in 

Ominous Sign:
Deaths Exceed
Births in China

Broad Economic Peril
as Population Falls

By ALEXANDRA STEVENSON
and ZIXU WANG

Continued on Page A10

LAURA BOUSHNAK FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

In Ukraine’s capital, Russian strikes and electricity outages are part of the school day, but teachers and students press on. Page A6.
Learning Continues, Power or Not

WASHINGTON — For many
cooks, waiters and bartenders, it
is an annoying entrance fee to the
food-service business: Before
starting a new job, they pay
around $15 to a company called
ServSafe for an online class in
food safety.

That course is basic, with
lessons like “bathe daily” and
“strawberries aren’t supposed to
be white and fuzzy, that’s mold.” In
four of the largest states, this kind
of training is required by law, and
it is taken by workers nationwide.

But in taking the class, the
workers — largely unbeknown to
them — are also helping to fund a
nationwide lobbying campaign to
keep their own wages from in-
creasing.

The company they are paying,
ServSafe, doubles as a fund-rais-
ing arm of the National Restau-

rant Association — the largest lob-
bying group for the food-service
industry, claiming to represent
more than 500,000 restaurant
businesses. The association has
spent decades fighting increases
to the minimum wage at the fed-
eral and state levels, as well as the
subminimum wage paid to tipped
workers like waiters.

The federal minimum wage has
risen just once since 1996, to $7.25
from $5.15, while the minimum
hourly wage for tipped workers
has been $2.13 since 1991. Min-
imums are higher in many states,
but still below what labor groups
consider a living wage.

For years, the restaurant asso-

ciation and its affiliates have used
ServSafe to create an arrange-
ment with few parallels in Wash-
ington, where labor unwittingly
helps to pay for management’s
lobbying. First, in 2007, the
restaurant owners took control of
a training business. Then they
helped lobby states to mandate
the kind of training they already
provided — producing a flood of
paying customers.

More than 3.6 million workers
have taken this training, provid-
ing about $25 million to the restau-
rant industry’s lobbying arm
since 2010. That was more than
the National Restaurant Associa-
tion spent on lobbying in the same
period, according to filings with
the Internal Revenue Service.

That $25 million represented
about 2 percent of the National
Restaurant Association’s total
revenues over that same period,
but more than half of the amount 

Servers Unwittingly Fund Fight to Limit Wages
By DAVID A. FAHRENTHOLD
and TALMON JOSEPH SMITH
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Restaurant Association
Funnels Course Fees
to Lobbying Group

WASHINGTON — The Penta-
gon is tapping into a vast but little-
known stockpile of American am-
munition in Israel to help meet
Ukraine’s dire need for artillery
shells in the war with Russia,
American and Israeli officials say.

The stockpile provides arms
and ammunition for the Pentagon
to use in Middle East conflicts.
The United States has also al-
lowed Israel to access the supplies
in emergencies.

The Ukraine conflict has be-
come an artillery-driven war of at-
trition, with each side lobbing
thousands of shells every day.
Ukraine has run low on munitions
for its Soviet-era weaponry and
has largely shifted to firing artil-
lery and rounds donated by the
United States and other Western
allies.

Artillery constitutes the back-
bone of ground combat firepower
for both Ukraine and Russia, and
the war’s outcome may hinge on
which side runs out of ammuni-
tion first, military analysts say.
With stockpiles in the United
States strained and American
arms makers not yet able to keep
up with the pace of Ukraine’s bat-

U.S. Eyes Arms
Stored in Israel
To Aid Ukraine
This article is by Eric Schmitt,

Adam Entous, Ronen Bergman,
John Ismay and Thomas Gibbons-
Neff.

Continued on Page A8

LATE EDITION

$3.00

Today, breezy, mild, clouds and sun-
shine, high 50. Tonight, mostly
cloudy, low 38. Tomorrow, rain, be-
coming steady in the afternoon, high
45. Weather map is on Page A20.

The tax case verdict was a rare win for
Maria Ressa in her fight to keep pub-
lishing the news site Rappler. PAGE A11

Philippines Acquits Journalist


